-K.T., C.H., 0.C., M.P., will officially open the Unit
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PRIME MINISTER 70 OPEY TIDBINBILLA .

DEEP-SPACE TRACKIIIG STATION

Statement by the Hon, Allen Fairhall,

Minister for Supply,

The Prime Minister, R4, Hon, Sir Robert lMenzies,

~

National Aeronautics and Spece hdministration Deep-Space Tracking

‘Stetion at Tidbinbilile, near Caonberrn, ot llem on Fridey, Morch 19

rext,
This wos announced today by the Ministor for Susply

(Mr, Allen Foirhali),

agencies, the Depertment of Bupply and ossocisted Commonwealth
Depariments, and representotives of Ausirolian business, science and

industry.
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The Deep-spoc
28 miles souu“—rest of Canberra, became oueraiional on February 1
this yeor when it began its first tesl in drocking ©

deep-space probe which [Ii3s lounched on o scient

space will have exccoeded 225 nillion miles,

The Tidbinbills station, together with other stotions

Johonnesburg, South &

000/2



foeility to be esteblished in Lustralic by HASA to date and is the

2irst of thrce trocking instolictions “"ogrum.ed for the Ausiralian

Capital Territory. The first trocking focility at Hucheo (T.“.)

has been closed down,
Two tracking inste llations have been established near

Wocmera (South fustrolia) and enother ins b vllation is opercting at
B o

Carnarvor (Vestern Australia),

In the Camberros region, o secend instcllation
is under consvrucition on behalf bf VASE for trociing scicntific

tes in the Orrorel Velley, and Goverament-bc-Government
agreenent has been reached on o svotion ot Honeysuckle Creek to
support the United States 4pollc luunsr monned spaceflighi project.

The staticans are being esteblished wader 2 Government-

to-Gov ent co-operative agrecment toc facilitate spaceflizhi
operations becing conducived by the United Stoies,
Tﬁese stations forn integral parts of worldwide
“tracking #°thruu set up under tlie auspices of [HASLZ, The Desartment

of Supi:ly is resionsible for implemeniting fustrolic's comnmitment in

espect of the Austrolicn stotions, and this responsibility is

dischiarged through the YVeoponms Resecrch Zsiobliszhnent,
The Tidbinbille siation has beoen coastructed to iacreanse

1 LR CPED KRR ) N ) - . e m - 3
the capability of the. Deep Spece Hetwork to neet the addi

UTCLYOOne .
FiB84 spomsored thoe Tidbinbilla

1

bechmical

assigned respensibility for overall

- . LS SN _ P T Y S P B . SN R R I » M ”
Jet Projulsion Labosratory of the Californiz Iasiituts of Techn



In keeping wivh vhe molicy of the Commonwealth’ Government
tc utilise the capabilities of private industry in the space rececrch

eing corried out in fLiwstralia on behalf of HiABA, a

o’

activities

ointly. owned supsidiary

£
CJ.

contract was let to SpaceTrack Fiy, Lid.,

1o

of Hawier de Havillend (Aust,) Piy, Ltd,, Ellioti~Autonction Fty,
Ltd.,land LustralianiElectrical Industries Pty. Ltd..fof.the onerat-
ion and_maintenamce of the stotion uader the direction of a Department
of Supély Stotion Director,

The Station Director is Hr.‘R;i; Leslie, of Wéa;ons'
Resterclh Zsteblishaent (Deparitnent of Sunily);: Mr; ¥,3, Gleonn is

the Jet Prouuision Loboratery reosident officer, ond the Sintion
Mormager is Hr. Jchnm Golbroith, of Spacefrock Pry, Lid,

Monday, Februery 22, 1965 7.,

CiilBER: £.CLT.




